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     October 2017 

  Ascension Update 

 

Update from the Pastor’s Office 

Highlights from the 16th Biennial National Convention, part II 

On to business. 

On the matter of church business, elections to church offices took 
place over the first two days. Sheila Hamilton of the Eastern Synod 
was re-elected. Of the open positions on National Church Council, 
Rev. Dr. James Hendrickson filled the ordained position open for the 
ABT Synod. 
 
Two significant motions are of note that were presented by National 

Church Council (NCC) at the Convention: 

1. To invite delegates to adopt an ELCIC Statement to Muslims in 
 Canada. In response to a growing number of Muslims in Canada 
 and a significant rise in prejudice, intolerance, misunderstand
 ing, and violence directed towards them, the ELCIC feels 
 called to “affirm our respect for people of the Muslim faith and 
 for Islam.” This motion was strongly supported in a vote by 
 convention delegates. 
 
2. To adopt a new resource, Encouraging People of Other Faiths—

Interfaith Guidelines. This motion addresses the reality that 
compared to 25 years ago, when we ask the question, “Who are 
our neighbours?” today, we recognize that the number of people 
of other faiths in Canada has grown dramatically, while  the  

 percentage of Christians has shrunk. In this context, the new  
 interfaith guidelines for our church invite us to learn about other 
 faiths, connect with them, pray for them as our neighbors, and 
 act in ways that foster good relations such as joint interfaith  
 service projects for local communities. We are encouraged to 
 respond in this way because of the love of Jesus “in ways that 
 are humble and welcoming, merciful and loving, credible and   
 inviting” for we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

  This motion was unanimously supported by delegates. 

The budgets for 2018 and 2019 were passed.  
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Ongoing work for the NCC over the next two years before the next 

Convention includes  

- receiving input from the online study guide – “Decisions at 
 the End of Life”, 

-  striking a “Model Constitution” task force to provide  
   guidelines for congregational constitutions, 
- revising Inclusive Language Guidelines, and  
- developing a strategic plan for the national church for the 

 next five years. 

Delegates also brought forward resolutions during the  
convention, i.e. one that was approved by voting delegates was a 
call for the ELCIC to support the Basic Income Guarantee  
initiative, with supporting letters going to the prime minister and 

provincial/territorial premiers.  

All of the business we did is the essential responsibility of each 
delegate representing their synod, with the convention being the 

highest decision-making body of the National Church. 

Another highlight of this convention was the deliberate  
engagement of our ecumenical partners in ministry. Not only were 
they involved in leadership roles in worship times, but one  
business session included an ecumenical panel of guests  
representing the Catholic, United Church, Presbyterian,  
Anglican, Lutheran, and Mennonite faith traditions. Each  
addressed the significance of the commemoration of the 500th  
Anniversary of the Reformation and implications going forward. 

Many of their responses were thought-provoking and insightful. 

Yet another powerful contribution to the convention was a  
presentation by Kaila Johnston from the National Centre for Truth 
and Reconciliation. She urged delegates to not be overwhelmed by 
the 94 recommendations and 46 calls to action of the TRC report. 
Rather she suggested, “Just pick one, and learn about it. Try to 
understand it, explore the options, recognize the contributions 
made to it, take action to address the wrong, and teach others 

about it.” 
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At one point we also had the opportunity to imagine and dream 
at our tables and then briefly share as a whole what we might 
hope for in the next 500 years of the church. And as the people 
of the ELCIC in the ABT Synod, we all are encouraged to engage 
in opportunities and live out of the hope that we are liberated by 
God’s Grace. We are free to be in Mission for others, and faithful 

witnesses to God’s love as the next 500 years begin to unfold.  

Compiled by Diaconal Minister, Dr. Faith Nostbakken, Rev. Barbara Groote, and Mr. 

Wayne Street, Synod Council Chair.  

 

God’s Peace to you all, 

Pastor Barbara 

September Council Meeting Highlights 

 People are needed to assist with the Northern Area Gathering 
at Ascension on Sept 29 and 30. Please talk to Pastor Barbara 
or Bonnie after worship. 

 
 2018 budget submission date: Committee chairs are asked to 

send their 2018 budget in an email to Paul Chell by 
 November 15, 2017. chellpaul@gmail.com  
 
 All committee meeting will be October 21 at Ascension from 

9:00 am to 12:30 followed by a special lunch.  
 More information will be shared soon. 
 
 The Bishop Larry, on behalf of the Synod wishes to thank  
 Ascension for their ongoing support of ministry at Trinity  
 Lutheran, Whitehorse. Pastor Barbara will continue to travel up 
 there once a quarter. 
 
 Harvest dinner has been cancelled for 2017. 
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OFFERINGS CURRENT  BENEV. DESIG. MIN. 
 
August 27  1690.00  320.00  185.00 
September 3 3827.00  859.50  193.50 
September 10 1815.00  274.00   99.00 
September 17 1269.00  172.00   97.00 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
August 27:  63 Sept. 3:   62 Sept. 10:   64 Sept. 17:   72 
 

Reformation Scholarship Challenge at Ascension 
 
Over a year ago, a number of Ascension members planted trees in  
Edmonton’s river valley as part of the ELCIC’s Reformation Challenge to 
plant 500,00 trees in Canada and around the world to commemorate 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
 
On Sept. 17th ice cream was served in the narthex at Ascension by 
members of the Social Justice Committee. Monetary donations for ice 
cream that day helped to kick off another challenge for Ascension  
members: collecting funds to sponsor a year of one child’s education in 
Jordan or the Holy Land. The Ascension Social Ministry Committee’s 
goal to raise $1400 for a scholarship is part of the ELCIC’s Reformation  
Challenge to provide funds for 500 scholarships.  
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) 
is responsible for four K-12 schools which serve more than 2000  
students. The ELCJHL carries out its ministry in the midst of the  
conflict in Palestine/Israel. The four schools welcome children of all 
faiths, primarily Christian and Muslim and are committed to a hopeful, 
sustainable and peaceful future for the whole community. (from the 
ELCIC website) 
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation toward a Reformation 
scholarship, please write a cheque to Ascension, designating 
“Reformation Scholarship” on your offering envelope and place in the 
offering plate or church office. Watch for other activities related to 
this Reformation Challenge. 
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The Reformation at a Glance (in chronological order) 

1517 
October 31 Martin Luther, priest in Wittenberg, sends 95 theses against 
the practice of selling indulgences to the Archbishop of Mainz, Albrecht 
of Brandenburg. 
December 1517 The Archbishop files charges against Luther as possible 
heretic. 

1518 
March 1518 Luther publishes his essay “Sermon on Indulgences and 
Grace” – explaining in German his critique against indulgences. He de-
fends his theses at the University of Heidelberg. Among the students are 
future reformers Martin Bucer and Johannes Brenz. 
June 1518  Dominican monk Johann Tetzel files another complaint 
against Luther. This time, Rome begins a law suit against Luther as her-
etic. 
Summer 1518 Huldrych Zwingli, a student of Erasmus of Rotterdam, 
preaches for the first time against pilgrimages and other “abuses”. 
October 1518 The papal spokesman Cardinal Thomas Cajetan  
interrogates Luther during the Diet of Augsburg. Luther refuses to 
 recant his beliefs. 

1519 
June/July 1519 In a disputation with Johannes Eck Luther denies that 
Rome’s councils are infallible. It is his first public critique against the 
Vatican. 

1520 
June 15, 1520 Pope Leo X. threatens Luther with a papal bull and  
demands submission to the papal doctrines. 
August 1520 From now until November Luther’s three most important 
writings are published, convincing great parts of the population. 
December 10, 1520 Luther publically burns the papal bull outside of 
Wittenberg. 

1521 

January 3, 1521  Leo X. sends another bull and excommunicates  
Luther. The Wittenberg priest is declared outlaw. 
April 18, 1521 At the Diet of Worms Luther refuses to revoke his  
theses. 
May 26, 1521 Backdating to May 8, Holy Roman Emperor Charles V also 
imposes outlawry against Luther in the Edict of Worms, and proscribes 
the publication of Luther’s writings. Luther is kidnapped and hidden at 
the Wartburg. 
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1522 
Until summer 1522 Luther translates the New Testament into the  
vernacular. 
1522 Johannes Brenz spreads Luther’s reform ideas it in Schwabisch 
Hall, Germany. 

1523 
January 1523  In Zürich, Switzerland, Huldrych Zwingli publishes his 
first disputation and begins his Reformation. 
1523 Knight Franz of Sickingen tries to convince the electorate of 
Trier of the evangelical reform ideas, but is defeated. 

1524 
1524/25 In several locations, peasants and others take up some of the 
Reformation concerns, and demand better living conditions. Luther  
distances himself from the revolts. 
1524 Swedish King Gustav Vasa distances himself from Rome’s power, 
and henceforth appoints bishops himself. This is the beginning of the 
Reformation in Sweden. 
1524 A radical wing forms around theologians such as Thomas Müntzer 
or Andreas Karlstadt. In Switzerland and in southern Germany the  
Anabaptist movement evolves. 

1525 
June 13, 1525 Martin Luther and Katharina von Bora get married. 
1525 The Catholic monastery state Prussia, Germany, becomes evan-
gelical and is changed into a secular dukedom. 

1526 
At the Diet of Speyer the princes are able to abrogate the imperial 
ban against Luther. 

1527 
Step by step, under the reign of Frederic I, and Christian III., Norway 
and Denmark become evangelical. 

1528 
Bern and St Gallen, Switzerland, are reformed. Soon Basel follows 
suit. 

1529 
March 1529 At the second Diet of Speyer the Imperial Governor, King 
Ferdinand had planned to enforce the imperial ban against Luther. 
But evangelical nobility objects. Since then the followers of the new  
movement are called Protestants. 
April 1529 Luther publishes the Large Catechism 
Summer 1529 Turkish armies besiege Vienna, but can be fought back. 
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1530 
June 25, 1530 Philip Melanchthon presents the Augsburg Confession 
in Latin and in German at the Diet of Augsburg that soon becomes 
the primary confessional document of the Lutheran movement. Not 
all Protestants agree with it. The emperor insists on the Edict of 
Worms. 

1531 
February 1531 Several protestant princes form a defense alliance 
against the Holy Roman Empire, the Schmalkaldic League. 

1532 
July 1532  Pressured by external trouble, Emperor Charles V  
warrants the (temporary) religious Peace of Nuremberg agreement. 
The Protestants promise aid against the Turks. 

1534/1535 
In the German city of Münster radical Anabaptists establish an 
eschatological new Zion. Roman Catholic and Protestant troops  
besiege the city for a year and capture it back. 

1536 
The First Helvetic Confession is accepted and adopted as by all  
reformed Swiss. 

1540 
Pope Paul III recognizes the Society of Jesus, S.J.. The Jesuits’  
mission is to win back the faithful to/for the Old Church. 

1541 
February 1541  At the Colloquy of Regensburg Roman Catholics and 
Protestant attempt a theological debate in order to restore religious 
unity in the Holy Roman Empire. They can’t agree on the article of 
justification, and Luther makes his consent dependent upon  
conditions which he knows can’t be accepted by the Roman  
Catholics. The attempt fails. 
1541 French man Johannes Calvin implements a Protestant  
constitution in Geneva. 

1543 
Archbishop-Elect Hermann of Wied establishes the Reformation on 
his territory of Köln. He is excommunicated by the pope and 
abdicates from his office in 1547 to prevent a war. 

1545-1563 
The pope calls for a meeting, the Council of Trent in Italy. The main 
focus is the question how Rome is supposed to react to the  
Reformation, and a draft of Roman Catholic doctrines. 
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1546 

February 18, 1546 Luther dies in Eisleben. 

1546 Emperor Charles V. begins the Schmalkaldic War against the 
Lutheran nobility league. After a year Charles V. wins. His supporter 

Moritz of Saxony becomes Elector of Saxony. 

1548 

The Augsburg Interim decrees the reintegration of Protestants into the 

Roman Catholic Church. Many evangelical pastors are laid off. 

1549 

Calvinist and Zwinglians reach an agreement around the Eucharist  
debate. The Swiss Reformation spreads to the Netherlands and Great 

Britain. 

1553 

In Great Britain Mary I. as Queen of England reverses the Reformation. 
She becomes known for the persecution of Protestants. (Her nickname is 

“Bloody Mary”.) 

1555 

The Peace of Augsburg is kind of a religious standstill agreement that 
allows each territorial ruler to determine the religion of their subjects. 
Germany is divided into evangelical-Lutheran and Roman-Catholic  

territories. 

1580 

June 25, 1580  The Book of Concord is published. It consists of ten 
creedal documents that are recognized as authoritative in the Lutheran 
world since the 16th century. 

1618-1648 

The Thirty Years War is not just political, but also based on religious 
differences. It devastates Europe. The Peace of Westphalia ends the 
war. The Swiss Reformation is accepted. Now there are three officially 
acknowledged confessions in the empire: Roman Catholics, Lutherans, 
and Reformed. 

Based on an article in Der Spiegel, Geschichte – Die Reformation, Aufstand gegen Kaiser und 
Papst, magazine, and several Wikipedia entries. 
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In light of  the commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the  
Reformation an event guide for the Edmonton area is now available for 
the month of October. 
At different locations different anniversary commemorations are  

offered. And they begin at Ascension! 

Please see the posters in the Place of Welcome for more information! 

The Reformation in the Nordic Countries 

The Scandinavian Studies Association (SSA), which supports the  
Scandinavian Studies Program in the Department of Modern Languages 
at the University of Alberta, annually in the Fall hosts a public speaker 
event. 
This year’s presentation is “The Reformation in the Nordic Countries” 
and the presenter is Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen, professor at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Saskatoon. It will be on Sunday, October 15th, 
at 2:00 pm at the Dutch Canadian Centre, 13312 142 Street NW,  
Edmonton. 
This topic is of particular interest in this year, the 500th Anniversary of 
events which set in motion the Protestant Reformation. Dr. Jensen is a 
well-known scholar in Reformation Studies and Martin Luther at the  
Seminary. 
There is no admission charge. However, the SSA has printed and is  
distributing tickets with a view to encouraging and better gauging  
attendance.  

 

Update from the Office  

 The Good Samaritan Society is looking for a Congregational 
 Liaison Representative (CLR) at Ascension! Our goal is to build 
 partnerships with Lutheran congregations to share  
 information, provide opportunities for education and volunteer
 ing, and share in prayer and fellowship the mission of being 
 Good Samaritans together. If you are interested in learning 
 more about what we offer, or working with is as our liaison, 
 please contact Chaplain Sarah Rudd at 780.431.3931.  
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Noticias de Colombia 

Join us on Sunday October 1st as we SKYPE with our partner  
congregation in Yopal at the start of our worship service. We will 
share a prayer and light a candle to commemorate our relationship. 
Santiago Apostol’s former pastor, Pastor Nelson, will be present and 
is looking forward to connecting with us again.  
 
Our Designated Ministries, The True Vine and Caracoli Programs  
continue to need our support.  Please keep these vital programs in 
your prayers as they serve single mothers, women who are cancer 
survivors, youth with hearing impairments, at risk youth, and  
children.  
 
In the summer of 2018, Bishop Larry will be facilitating a Synod  
delegation to Colombia to visit these and other ministries of the 
IELCO, as well as visiting Lutheran schools and congregations which 
are partner congregations of various Lutheran churches in the 
Alberta Synod. The group will be made up of 12 people from around 
our Synod. If you are interested in applying to participate in this 
journey, please contact the Synod of Alberta for application forms 

and information at info@albertasynod.ca  

Old Strathcona Community Meals 
 
Ascension is again participating in the Old Strathcona Community 
meals held at Trinity Lutheran Church, serving a monthly meal to 
the elderly and low income people in the Old Strathcona area. The 
first meal of the fall season will be held at Trinity on Tuesday, 
Oct.3rd. It will be a joint effort between the participating  
churches:  Trinity Lutheran, Holy Trinity Anglican, Calvary  
Lutheran, The Vineyard Christian Fellowship, and Ascension 
Lutheran.  
 
On Tuesday, Nov. 7th Ascension will be the host and food provider 
for the meal. Watch for signups for the volunteers and food for the 
November meal which will be in the narthex in October. If you are  
interested in helping with the Oct. 3rd meal, please contact  
Claudia Rodning.  
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Canada Lutheran renewals are due 
If you would like to continue, or begin, receiving this publication, 
please let the office know by November 9. It is $18.74 (GST included) 
for one year’s subscription; please make out cheques to Ascension  
Lutheran Church. Thank you. 

Reformation Challenge Update 
 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
 

The Lutheran World Federation encourages Lutherans around the 
world to lift up this commemoration. 
 

Join with Lutherans across Canada and take the Reformation Chal-
lenge as we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
and demonstrate our excitement for the theme Liberated by God's 
Grace. 
 

The Reformation Challenge calls us to: 

 Sponsor 500 refugees to Canada 

 Provide 500 scholarships for ELCJHL schools 

 Plant 500,000 trees 

 Give $500,000 to the LWF Endowment Fund 
 

The following numbers represent the current commitments made by 
ELCIC members and congregations as of September 21, 2017. 
 

Refugees Sponsored   ELCJHL Scholarships   
 

Goal: 500     Goal: 500 
Actual: 540    Actual: 194 
 

Trees Planted     LWF Endowment Fund 
 

Goal: 500,000    Goal: $500,000  
Actual: 84,061    Actual: $150,090 
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Poem of the Month 
Epiphanies 
 

ENERGY 
 

Wonder 
Gratitude 
These spiral out 
into the heart of the universe 
when we sing hymns to God 
these spiral down 
into the hearts of mortals 
when we sing hymns 
And the very universe is changed by our singing: 
nothing disappears without a trace. 
Are our songs grateful? 
Then gratitude is spinning out 
into the universe. 
Are our songs noble? 
The nobility is spiraling out 
into the vast reaches of space, 
the blue fathoms of ocean. 
Are our songs beautiful, true? 
Then beauty and truth 
are sung out into the world. 
Nothing disappears without a trace. 
Japanese scientist Masaru Emoto 
has found that water molecules 
exposed to the words “thank you” 
form complete and complexly beautiful 
ice crystals, 
whereas water molecules 
exposed to the words “I hate you” 
form incomplete and misshapen crystals. 
Nothing disappears without a trace. 
Are our songs of God of hope? 
Then hope resonates out from us. 
Do they sing life? 
Then the mountains and trees 
also sing for joy. 
Nothing disappears without a trace.  
 
by Susan Palo Cherwien, From Glory into Glory - Reflections for Worship, pgs 32-33 
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Bishop’s Message - October 2017 
 
Dear Beloved of God – 
 
Soon we will be gathering across our Synod, the ELCIC, and indeed, 
around the world to Commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the  
Reformation. 
 
Already much has taken place, for example: the Common  
Prayer service in Lund, Sweden in October 2016 with His Holiness 
Pope Francis, Rev. Dr. Martin Junge – General Secretary of the LWF 
and Bishop Munib Younan – President of the Lutheran World Federa-
tion; and of course, the international Lutheran Commemoration dur-
ing the 12th Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Namibia 
this past May. 
 
Closer to home and within our Synod two Hymn Festivals were held 
in Calgary and in Edmonton using the Hymn Festival commissioned 
for our 2016 Synod Convention.  I know of many other congregations 
who have used or will be using this Hymn Festival, too, within their 
own context and inviting their sisters and brothers in Christ from 
other congregations to join them. 
 
Already in Lent 2016 Roman Catholics and Lutherans in Edmonton  
gathered for study, conversation and Evening Prayer focusing on the 
joint Roman Catholic and Lutheran document, From Conflict to  
Communion.  And this past year with a resource prepared by the 
ELCIC and Roman Catholics, Together in Christ, other Roman  
Catholics and Lutherans from across the Synod gathered during Lent 
or at another time. 
 
Many lecture series, workshops, presentations and worship are being 
prepared for this October.  Wonderful! As these are further  
opportunities for learning, reflection and relationship building. 
 
Please do forward posters or information to the Synod Office for  
inclusion in Wednesday’s Word. 
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And I pray that many will gather for three ‘larger’ events with-
in our Synod, Common Prayer, together with the Roman Catho-
lics and Anglicans: 

 Sunday, October 29, 2017 5:00 pm Cathedral Church of the  
     Redeemer, Calgary with Bishop William McGrattan, 
     Archbishop Greg Kerr-Wilson and myself. 

 Monday, October 30, 2017 7:00 pm All Saints Anglican  
      Cathedral, Edmonton with Archbishop Richard Smith,  
      Bishop Jane Alexander and myself. 

 Thursday, November 16th, 2017 7:00 pm Sacred Heart  
      Cathedral, Whitehorse with Bishop Hector Vila, Bishop  
      Larry Robertson and myself. 
 
Similar Common Prayer services are happening across Canada. 
 
I encourage you to join in on the Commemoration.  Invite your 
neighbor.  Join me in Calgary, Edmonton and/or Whitehorse as 
we make this milestone and perhaps more importantly, look 
forward. 
 
Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, preaching at the Commemoration  
Service of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, Federation 
of Lutheran Churches in Switzerland, September 10, 2017 says 
it well:  “The Reformation continues. But it is not about how 
right we are, and how wrong are the others. Instead, it is about 
what we have in common in Christ.” 
 
Blessings as you gather to commemorate what we have in  
common in Christ. 
 
In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
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Luther Lite 

This will be the last quiz around Luther and the Reformation. 

Thanks for all who tried and played. Good luck with this one. 

1. It is disputed whether Martin Luther (1483-1546) indeed 
hammered his renowned 95 theses to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg, but now the date when he published 
them. In which year? 

 a)  1517 
 b) 1530  
 c)  1555 
 
2. What is Luther speaking up against? 
 a)  Against the demoralization of the popes in Rome. 
 b)  Against pictures and images of biblical themes.  
 c)  Against the selling of indulgences in the Catholic  
      Church.  
 
3. Between 1520- und 1530 Luther translated the Bible into 

German. Why? 
 a)  Because he received the order from his sovereign,  
      Friedrich, dem Weisen  
 b)  To make the Old and the New Testament accessible  
      for the common people.  
 c)  Because German translations didn’t exist at that point. 
 
4. The Reformation also benefitted from the invention of the 

printing press. Thus pamphlets could be published in greater 
numbers, which often included woodcuts as well. Why? 

 a)  Because many printers also had a creative streak. 
 b) Woodcuts were used as fill-ins because often there     
      wasn’t much text to print to begin with. 
 c)  To increase the effect of the words through pictures. 
 
5. In 1530 at the Diet in Augsburg Emperor Charles V took on 

the growing discontent within the Church. However,  
 Luther himself was not allowed to attend for he was 
 banned. Who represented Luther’s position on his behalf 
 a)  Thomas Müntzer  
 b)  Philipp Melanchthon 
 c)  Ulrich von Hutten 
 
       Quiz continued on next page 
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6. In 1530 Melanchthon presented the confession of the Lutheran 
Imperial states. It was sort of a charter of the Lutheran Church. 
what was it’s name? 

 a)  Confessio Augustana  
 b)  Confutatio Augustana 
 c)  Schmalkaldic League 
 
7. In 1555 another Diet was held in Augsburg again. This was a 
 historical mile stone. Why?  
 a)  Emperor Charles V speaks for the lifting of the papal bull  
      against Luther 
 b)  The Pope attended and had a personal audience with Luther. 
 c)  The Peace of Augsburg, a political treaty, is signed. 

 
8. Which of the following were a part of the initial Protestant 

groups formed due to the Reformation?  
 a)  Lutheran 
 b)  Presbyterians/Calvinists/Reformed 
 c)  Anglicans 
 d)  Anabaptists 
 e)  All of the above 
 

9. The English Reformation began in 1533, when Henry VIII 
broke with the pope? Why?  

 a)  He taxed the Church too high 
 b)  The pope refused to grant a Henry a divorce from Catherine 
      of Aragon.  

 c)  The pope sided with the Irish in a revolt against England 
 d)  differences in religious interpretation of the Bible 
 
Please hand your answers in by October 15. Those who answered all 
questions right will receive a prize. The answers will be in the 

November Update. 

 


